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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1756

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By House Committee on Conmmerce & Labor

(
Representatives P. Sullivan, B. Sullivan, M
Curtis, Conway and Wbod)

originally sponsored by
| oscia, Sinpson, N xon,

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 07/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to the occupational safety and health of fire
departnent enpl oyees; adding a new chapter to Title 35 RCW adding a
new chapter to Title 35A RCW adding a new chapter to Title 52 RCW
adding a new chapter to Title 53 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
PART | - CITY FI RE DEPARTMENTS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 101. The legislature intends for city fire
departnments to set standards for addressing the reporting and
accountability of substantially career fire departnments, and to specify
performance neasures applicable to response tine objectives for certain
maj or services. The legislature acknow edges the efforts of the
international city/county managenent association, the international
association of fire <chiefs, and the national fire protection
association for the organization and depl oynent of resources for fire
departnments. The arrival of first responders with automatic external
defibrillator capability before the onset of brain death, and the
arrival of adequate fire suppression resources before flash-over is a
critical event during the mtigation of an energency, and is in the
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public's best interest. For these reasons, this chapter contains
performance neasures, conparable to that research, relating to the
organi zati on and deploynent of fire suppression operations, energency
nmedi cal operations, and special operations by substantially career fire
departnents. This chapter does not, and is not intended to, in any way
nodify or limt the authority of cities and towns to set |evels of
servi ce.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 102. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Advanced life support” nmeans functional provision of advanced
ai rway managenent, including intubation, advanced cardi ac nonitoring,
manual defibrillation, establishnment and naintenance of intravenous
access, and drug therapy.

(2) "Aircraft rescue and fire fighting" neans the fire fighting
actions taken to rescue persons and to control or extinguish fire
involving or adjacent to aircraft on the ground.

(3) "Brain death" as defined by the Anerican heart association
means the irreversible death of brain cells that begins four to six
m nutes after cardiac arrest.

(4) "Cty" neans a first class city or a second class city that
provides fire protection services in a specified geographic area.

(5 "Fire departnent” neans a city or town fire departnent
responsible for fire fighting actions, energency nedi cal services, and
other special operations in a specified geographic area. The
departnent nust be a substantially career fire departnment, and not a
substantially volunteer fire departnent.

(6) "Fire suppression” nmeans the activities involved in controlling
and extinguishing fires.

(7) "First responder"” neans provision of initial assessnent and
basic first-aid intervention, including cardi ac pul nonary resuscitation
and automatic external defibrillator capability.

(8) "Flash-over" as defined by national institute of standards and
t echnol ogy neans when all conbustibles in a roomburst into flane and
the fire spreads rapidly.

(9) "Marine rescue and fire fighting" neans the fire fighting
actions taken to prevent, control, or extinguish fire involved in or

SHB 1756. SL p. 2
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adj acent to a marine vessel and the rescue actions for occupants using
normal and energency routes for egress.

(10) "Response tine" neans the tine imediately following the
turnout tinme that begins when units are en route to the energency
i ncident and ends when units arrive at the scene.

(11) "Special operations"” nmeans those energency incidents to which
the fire departnment responds that require specific and advanced
trai ning and specialized tools and equi pnent.

(12) "Town" neans a town that provides fire protection services,
which may include fire fighting actions, enmergency nedical services,
and ot her special operations, in a specified geographic area.

(13) "Turnout time" neans the tinme beginning when units receive
notification of the enmergency to the begi nning point of response tine.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 103. (1) Every city and town shall maintain a
witten statenent or policy that establishes the foll ow ng:

(a) The existence of a fire departnent;

(b) Services that the fire departnent is required to provide;

(c) The basic organi zational structure of the fire departnent;

(d) The expected nunber of fire departnment enpl oyees; and

(e) Functions that fire departnment enployees are expected to

perform

(2) Every city and town shall include service delivery objectives
in the witten statenment or policy required under subsection (1) of
this section. These objectives shall include specific response tinme

objectives for the follow ng major service conponents, if appropriate:

(a) Fire suppression;

(b) Enmergency nedi cal services;

(c) Special operations;

(d) Aircraft rescue and fire fighting;

(e) Marine rescue and fire fighting; and

(f) WId land fire fighting.

(3) Every city and town, in order to neasure the ability to arrive
and begin mtigation operations before the critical events of brain
death or flash-over, shall establish tinme objectives for the foll ow ng
measur enent s:

(a) Turnout tine;

p. 3 SHB 1756. SL
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(b) Response time for the arrival of the first arriving engine
conpany at a fire suppression incident and response tinme for the
deploynment of a full first alarm assignment at a fire suppression
i nci dent ;

(c) Response tine for the arrival of a unit with first responder or
hi gher | evel capability at an energency nedi cal incident; and

(d) Response tinme for the arrival of an advanced |ife support unit
at an energency nedical incident, where this service is provided by the
fire departnent.

(4) Every city and town shall also establish a performance
obj ective of not less than ninety percent for the achi evenent of each
response tinme objective established under subsection (3) of this
section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 104. (1) Every city and town shall evaluate its
| evel of service and deploynent delivery and response tine objectives
on an annual basis. The evaluations shall be based on data relating to
| evel of service, deploynent, and the achi evenent of each response tine
obj ective in each geographic area within the jurisdiction of the city
or town.

(2) Beginning in 2007, every city and town shall issue an annua
witten report which shall be based on the annual eval uations required
by subsection (1) of this section.

(a) The annual report shall define the geographic areas and
circunstances in which the requirenents of this standard are not being
met .

(b) The annual report shall explain the predictabl e consequences of
any deficiencies and address the steps that are necessary to achieve
conpl i ance.

PART |1 - CODE CITY FI RE DEPARTMENTS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 201. The legislature intends for code cities to
set standards for addressing the reporting and accountability of
substantially career fire departnents, and to specify perfornmance
measures applicable to response tinme objectives for certain nmajor
servi ces. The legislature acknow edges the efforts of the
international city/county managenent association, the international

SHB 1756. SL p. 4
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association of fire <chiefs, and the national fire protection
association for the organization and depl oynent of resources for fire
departnments. The arrival of first responders with automatic externa
defibrillator capability before the onset of brain death, and the
arrival of adequate fire suppression resources before flash-over is a
critical event during the mtigation of an energency, and is in the
public's best interest. For these reasons, this chapter contains
performance neasures, conparable to that research, relating to the
organi zati on and deploynent of fire suppression operations, energency
medi cal operations, and special operations by substantially career fire
departnments. This chapter does not, and is not intended to, in any way
nodi fy or limt the authority of code cities to set |evels of service.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 202. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Advanced life support” nmeans functional provision of advanced
ai rway managenent, including intubation, advanced cardi ac nonitoring,
manual defibrillation, establishment and maintenance of intravenous
access, and drug therapy.

(2) "Aircraft rescue and fire fighting" neans the fire fighting
actions taken to rescue persons and to control or extinguish fire
involving or adjacent to aircraft on the ground.

(3) "Brain death" as defined by the Anerican heart association
means the irreversible death of brain cells that begins four to six
m nutes after cardiac arrest.

(4) "Code city" neans a code city that provides fire protection
services, which may include fire fighting actions, energency nedica
services, and other special operations, in a specified geographic area.

(5) "Fire departnment” neans a code city fire departnent responsible
for fire fighting actions, energency nedical services, and other
speci al operations in a specified geographic area. The departnent nust
be a substantially career fire departnent, and not a substantially
vol unteer fire departnent.

(6) "Fire suppression” neans the activities involved in controlling
and extinguishing fires.

(7) "First responder"” nmeans provision of initial assessnent and
basic first-aid intervention, including cardi ac pul nonary resuscitation
and automatic external defibrillator capability.

p. 5 SHB 1756. SL
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(8) "Flash-over" as defined by national institute of standards and
t echnol ogy neans when all conbustibles in a roomburst into flane and
the fire spreads rapidly.

(9) "Marine rescue and fire fighting" neans the fire fighting
actions taken to prevent, control, or extinguish fire involved in or
adj acent to a marine vessel and the rescue actions for occupants using
normal and energency routes for egress.

(10) "Response tine" neans the tine imediately following the
turnout tinme that begins when units are en route to the energency
i ncident and ends when units arrive at the scene.

(11) "Special operations"” neans those energency incidents to which
the fire departnment responds that require specific and advanced
trai ning and specialized tools and equi pnent.

(12) "Turnout time" neans the tinme beginning when units receive
notification of the enmergency to the begi nning point of response tine.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 203. (1) Every code city shall maintain a
witten statenent or policy that establishes the foll ow ng:

(a) The existence of a fire departnent;

(b) Services that the fire departnment is required to provide;

(c) The basic organi zational structure of the fire departnent;

(d) The expected nunber of fire departnment enpl oyees; and

(e) Functions that fire departnment enployees are expected to

perform

(2) Every code city shall include service delivery objectives in
the witten statenent or policy required under subsection (1) of this
section. These objectives shall include specific response tine

objectives for the follow ng major service conponents, if appropriate:

(a) Fire suppression;

(b) Energency nedi cal services;

(c) Special operations;

(d) Aircraft rescue and fire fighting;

(e) Marine rescue and fire fighting; and

(f) WId land fire fighting.

(3) Every code city, in order to nmeasure the ability to arrive and
begin mtigation operations before the critical events of brain death
or flash-over, shall establish tine objectives for the follow ng
measur enent s:

SHB 1756. SL p. 6



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e N S N
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28
29

30
31
32
33
34
35

(a) Turnout tine;

(b) Response time for the arrival of the first arriving engine
conpany at a fire suppression incident and response tinme for the
deploynment of a full first alarm assignment at a fire suppression
i nci dent;

(c) Response tine for the arrival of a unit with first responder or
hi gher | evel capability at an energency nedi cal incident; and

(d) Response tinme for the arrival of an advanced |ife support unit
at an energency nedical incident, where this service is provided by the
fire departnent.

(4) Every code city shall also establish a perfornmance objective of
not | ess than ninety percent for the achievenent of each response tine
obj ecti ve established under subsection (3) of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 204. (1) Every code city shall evaluate its
| evel of service and deploynent delivery and response tine objectives
on an annual basis. The evaluations shall be based on data relating to
| evel of service, deploynent, and the achi evenent of each response tine
obj ective in each geographic area within the code city's jurisdiction.

(2) Beginning in 2007, every code city shall 1issue an annual
witten report which shall be based on the annual eval uations required
by subsection (1) of this section.

(a) The annual report shall define the geographic areas and
circunstances in which the requirenents of this standard are not being
met .

(b) The annual report shall explain the predictabl e consequences of
any deficiencies and address the steps that are necessary to achieve
conpl i ance.

PART |11l - FIRE PROTECTI ON DI STRI CTS AND
REG ONAL FI RE PROTECTI ON SERVI CE AUTHORI Tl ES

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 301. The legislature intends for fire
protection districts and regional fire service authorities to set
standards for addressing the reporting and accountability of
substantially career fire departnents, and to specify perfornmance
measures applicable to response tinme objectives for certain nmajor
servi ces. The legislature acknowl edges the efforts of the

p. 7 SHB 1756. SL
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international city/county managenent association, the international
association of fire <chiefs, and the national fire protection
association for the organization and depl oynent of resources for fire
departnments. The arrival of first responders with automatic externa
defibrillator capability before the onset of brain death, and the
arrival of adequate fire suppression resources before flash-over is a
critical event during the mtigation of an energency, and is in the
public's best interest. For these reasons, this chapter contains
performance neasures, conparable to that research, relating to the
organi zati on and deploynent of fire suppression operations, energency
nmedi cal operations, and special operations by substantially career fire
departnents. This chapter does not, and is not intended to, in any way
nodify or limt the authority of fire protection districts and regi onal
fire protection service authorities to set |evels of service.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 302. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Advanced |ife support” nmeans functional provision of advanced
ai rway managenent, including intubation, advanced cardi ac nonitoring,
manual defibrillation, establishment and maintenance of intravenous
access, and drug therapy.

(2) "Aircraft rescue and fire fighting" neans the fire fighting
actions taken to rescue persons and to control or extinguish fire
involving or adjacent to aircraft on the ground.

(3) "Brain death" as defined by the Anerican heart association
means the irreversible death of brain cells that begins four to six
m nutes after cardiac arrest.

(4) "Fire departnent” neans a fire protection district or a
regional fire protection service authority responsible for fire
fighting actions, energency nedical services, and other special
operations in a specified geographic area. The departnent nust be a
substantially career fire departnent, and not a substantially vol unteer
fire departnent.

(5) "Fire suppression” neans the activities involved in controlling
and extinguishing fires.

(6) "First responder"” neans provision of initial assessnent and
basic first-aid intervention, including cardi ac pul nonary resuscitation
and automatic external defibrillator capability.

SHB 1756. SL p. 8
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(7) "Flash-over" as defined by national institute of standards and
t echnol ogy neans when all conbustibles in a roomburst into flane and
the fire spreads rapidly.

(8) "Marine rescue and fire fighting" neans the fire fighting
actions taken to prevent, control, or extinguish fire involved in or
adj acent to a marine vessel and the rescue actions for occupants using
normal and energency routes for egress.

(9) "Response tine" neans the tinme imediately following the
turnout tinme that begins when units are en route to the energency
i ncident and ends when units arrive at the scene.

(10) "Special operations" nmeans those energency incidents to which
the fire departnment responds that require specific and advanced
trai ning and specialized tools and equi pnment.

(11) "Turnout time" nmeans the tinme beginning when units receive
notification of the enmergency to the begi nning point of response tine.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 303. (1) Every fire protection district and
regional fire protection service authority shall nmaintain a witten
statenment or policy that establishes the foll ow ng:

(a) The existence of a fire departnent;

(b) Services that the fire departnent is required to provide;

(c) The basic organi zational structure of the fire departnent;

(d) The expected nunber of fire departnment enpl oyees; and

(e) Functions that fire departnent enployees are expected to

perform

(2) Every fire protection district and regional fire protection
service authority shall include service delivery objectives in the
witten statenment or policy required under subsection (1) of this
section. These objectives shall include specific response tine

objectives for the follow ng major service conponents, if appropriate:

(a) Fire suppression;

(b) Energency nedical services;

(c) Special operations;

(d) Aircraft rescue and fire fighting;

(e) Marine rescue and fire fighting; and

(f) WId land fire fighting.

(3) Every fire protection district and regional fire protection
service authority, in order to measure the ability to arrive and begin

p. 9 SHB 1756. SL
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mtigation operations before the critical events of brain death or
fl ash-over, shall establish time objectives for the follow ng
nmeasur enent s:

(a) Turnout tine;

(b) Response time for the arrival of the first arriving engine
conpany at a fire suppression incident and response tinme for the
deploynment of a full first alarm assignment at a fire suppression
i nci dent;

(c) Response tine for the arrival of a unit with first responder or
hi gher | evel capability at an energency nedical incident; and

(d) Response tinme for the arrival of an advanced |ife support unit
at an energency nedical incident, where this service is provided by the
fire departnent.

(4) Every fire protection district and regional fire protection
service authority shall also establish a performance objective of not
|l ess than ninety percent for the achievenent of each response tine
obj ecti ve established under subsection (3) of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 304. (1) Every fire protection district and
regional fire protection service authority shall evaluate its |evel of
service and deploynent delivery and response tinme objectives on an
annual basis. The evaluations shall be based on data relating to |evel
of service, deploynent, and the achievenent of each response tine
obj ective in each geographic area within the jurisdiction of the fire
protection district and regional fire protection service authority.

(2) Beginning in 2007, every fire protection district and regional
fire protection service authority shall issue an annual witten report
whi ch shall be based on the annual eval uations required by subsection
(1) of this section.

(a) The annual report shall define the geographic areas and
circunstances in which the requirenents of this standard are not being
met .

(b) The annual report shall explain the predictabl e consequences of
any deficiencies and address the steps that are necessary to achieve
conpl i ance.

PART |V - PORT DI STRI CTS

SHB 1756. SL p. 10
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 401. The legislature intends for port districts
to set standards for addressing the reporting and accountability of
substantially career fire departnents, and to specify performance
measures applicable to response tinme objectives for certain nmajor
servi ces. The legislature acknowl edges the efforts of the
international city/county managenent association, the international
association of fire <chiefs, and the national fire protection
association for the organization and depl oynent of resources for fire
departnments. The arrival of first responders with automatic externa
defibrillator capability before the onset of brain death, and the
arrival of adequate fire suppression resources before flash-over is a
critical event during the mtigation of an energency, and is in the
public's best interest. For these reasons, this chapter contains
performance neasures, conparable to that research, relating to the
organi zati on and deploynent of fire suppression operations, energency
nmedi cal operations, and special operations by substantially career fire
departnments. This chapter does not, and is not intended to, in any way
nodify or limt the authority of port districts to set |evels of
servi ce.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 402. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Advanced life support” neans functional provision of advanced
ai rway managenent, including intubation, advanced cardiac nonitoring,
manual defibrillation, establishnment and naintenance of intravenous
access, and drug therapy.

(2) "Aircraft rescue and fire fighting" neans the fire fighting
actions taken to rescue persons and to control or extinguish fire
involving or adjacent to aircraft on the ground.

(3) "Brain death" as defined by the Anerican heart association
means the irreversible death of brain cells that begins four to six
m nutes after cardiac arrest.

(4) "Fire departnent” neans a port district fire departnment
responsible for fire fighting actions, energency nedi cal services, and
other special operations in a specified geographic area. The
departnment nust be a substantially career fire departnment, and not a
substantially volunteer fire departnent.

p. 11 SHB 1756. SL
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(5) "Fire suppression” nmeans the activities involved in controlling
and extinguishing fires.

(6) "First responder"” neans provision of initial assessnent and
basic first-aid intervention, including cardi ac pul nonary resuscitation
and automatic external defibrillator capability.

(7) "Flash-over" as defined by national institute of standards and
t echnol ogy neans when all conbustibles in a roomburst into flane and
the fire spreads rapidly.

(8) "Marine rescue and fire fighting" neans the fire fighting
actions taken to prevent, control, or extinguish fire involved in or
adj acent to a marine vessel and the rescue actions for occupants using
normal and energency routes for egress.

(9) "Port" means a port district that provides fire protection
services, which may include fire fighting actions, energency nedica
services, and other special operations, in a specified geographic area.

(10) "Response tine" neans the tinme imediately following the
turnout tinme that begins when units are en route to the energency
i ncident and ends when units arrive at the scene.

(11) "Special operations" nmeans those energency incidents to which
the fire departnment responds that require specific and advanced
trai ning and specialized tools and equi pnent.

(12) "Turnout time" nmeans the tinme beginning when units receive
notification of the enmergency to the begi nning point of response tine.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 403. (1) Every port shall maintain a witten
statenent or policy that establishes the foll ow ng:

(a) The existence of a fire departnent;

(b) Services that the fire departnent is required to provide;

(c) The basic organi zational structure of the fire departnent;

(d) The expected nunber of fire departnment enpl oyees; and

(e) Functions that fire departnment enployees are expected to

perform

(2) Every port shall include service delivery objectives in the
witten statenment or policy required under subsection (1) of this
section. These objectives shall include specific response tinme

objectives for the follow ng major service conponents, if appropriate:
(a) Fire suppression;
(b) Energency nedical services;

SHB 1756. SL p. 12



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN NNRRRRRRRRPR R
A W NPEFEP O O OONO OO BN WDNEO

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

(c) Special operations;

(d) Aircraft rescue and fire fighting;

(e) Marine rescue and fire fighting; and

(f) WId land fire fighting.

(3) Every port, in order to neasure the ability to arrive and begin
mtigation operations before the critical events of brain death or
fl ash-over, shall establish time objectives for the follow ng
measur enent s:

(a) Turnout tine;

(b) Response time for the arrival of the first arriving engine
conpany at a fire suppression incident and response tinme for the
deploynment of a full first alarm assignment at a fire suppression
i nci dent;

(c) Response tine for the arrival of a unit with first responder or
hi gher | evel capability at an energency nedical incident; and

(d) Response tinme for the arrival of an advanced |ife support unit
at an energency nedical incident, where this service is provided by the
fire departnent.

(4) Every port shall also establish a performance objective of not
|l ess than ninety percent for the achievenent of each response tine
obj ecti ve established under subsection (3) of this section.

(5) An annual part 139 inspection and certification by the federal
avi ation adm ni stration shall be considered to neet the requirenents of
this section.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 404. (1) Every port shall evaluate its |evel of
service and deploynent delivery and response tinme objectives on an
annual basis. The evaluations shall be based on data relating to |evel
of service, deploynent, and the achievenent of each response tine
obj ective in each geographic area within the port's jurisdiction.

(2) Beginning in 2007, every port shall issue an annual witten
report which shall be based on the annual evaluations required by
subsection (1) of this section.

(a) The annual report shall define the geographic areas and
ci rcunstances in which the requirenents of this standard are not being
met .

(b) The annual report shall explain the predictabl e consequences of

p. 13 SHB 1756. SL
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any deficiencies and address the steps that are necessary to achieve
conpl i ance.

(3) An annual part 139 inspection and certification by the federal
avi ation admni stration shall be considered to neet the requirenents of
this section.

PART V - M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 501. Part headings used in this act are not any
part of the | aw

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 502. (1) Sections 101 through 104 of this act
constitute a new chapter in Title 35 RCW

(2) Sections 201 through 204 of this act constitute a new chapter
in Title 35A RCW

(3) Sections 301 through 304 of this act constitute a new chapter
in Title 52 RCW

(4) Sections 401 through 404 of this act constitute a new chapter
in Title 53 RCW

Passed by the House April 19, 2005.

Passed by the Senate April 15, 2005.

Approved by the Governor May 10, 2005.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 10, 2005.
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